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HEADLINES

On 9 January 2024, the Government published statutory guidance in relation to health scrutiny
and the new reconfiguration arrangements. This report sets out what this means for Health and
Social Care Select Committee which holds the statutory health scrutiny responsibilities in
Hillingdon.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Health and Social Care Select Committee notes the new guidelines.
SUPPORTING INFORMATION

From 2003, the Health and Social Care Act 2001 gave local health overview and scrutiny
committees (HOSCs) the power to scrutinise local health services (powers to oversee local health
services had previously been held by Community Health Councils). These powers were
subsequently split between Patient and Public Involvement Forums (PPI Forums) and HOSCs -
the role originally performed by PPI Forums is now carried out by local Healthwatch.

The primary aim of health scrutiny is to act as a lever to improve the health of local people,
ensuring their needs are considered as an integral part of the commissioning, delivery and
development of health services, and that those services are effective and safe. Itis a fundamental
way by which democratically elected local councillors are able to voice the views of their
constituents and hold relevant NHS bodies and relevant health service providers to account.

As outlined in the Health overview and scrutiny committee principles, HOSCs continue to play a
vital role as the body responsible for scrutinising health services for their local area. They retain
legal duties to review and scrutinise matters relating to the planning, provision and operation of
the health service in their area.

From 31 January 2024, new rules are being put in place in respect of the aspect of health scrutiny
that relates to reconfigurations of local health services. This means that from this date, local
HOSCs will no longer be able to formally refer matters to the Secretary of State where they relate
to these reconfigurations. Instead, the Secretary of State themselves will have a broad power to
intervene in local services — HOSCs (alongside local Healthwatch) will have the right to be
formally consulted on how the Secretary of State uses their powers to “call in” proposals to make
reconfigurations to local health services.
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The Secretary of State’s powers to “call in” proposals will only be used as a last resort, and only
when they consider that local methods for resolution have been exhausted. Where a proposal is
“called in”, the Secretary of State will consult stakeholders, including local authorities, in
considering how the intervention power should be used. When a notice is issued by the Secretary
of State using their power of intervention, the relevant body must comply with that notice.

Other aspects of health scrutiny remain unchanged: the power to require representatives of NHS
bodies to attend formal meetings; the power to get information from NHS bodies; and the power
to require NHS bodies to have regard to scrutiny’s recommendations. HOSCs’ status as statutory
consultees on reconfigurations also remains in place, with health and care providers required to
engage as they do currently.
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